
ht-TOO-COMMON 
Poisons 
R oger Doyle m.5 prepar- 

ing for the fat cold snap 
of autumn and thought 

he’d change the mtifrcac in his 
pickup. He dmined the old 

antifnrrc into a small bucket 
before adding a fresh supply. 
Instead of diiposing of the 
a-as~e. he let it sir in his gange, 
where his 3.yearaId Brittany, 
Babe. was lured to the poison by 
its swtt smell and taste. Doyle 
found the dq dead the ne.rt 
mornmg when he went to take a 
dish of food to her. 

-I simplyaun‘t thinking 

drug, and the 
dog died. 

Dogs that 
ingcsr too 
much ofthe 
drug ofien 
begin vomiting 
tioknrly soon 
ah the drug 
is absortxd and death can Tot- lhe College or Vetcrhlaiy 
low quickly. The NAPCC han- Medicine at the Univeaity of 
died more than 23.000 cases of Illinois. 

animill poisonings in 1992. and “As a gcnenl rule.” says Paul 
keeps an extensive liiting of pas- Bystrom of the Animal Bnnch of 

sible dog toxins af their faciliry rhe Cenren for Disease Control 
in Atlanta, “plants, solvents and 
cleaners that are -poisonous to 
humans are very likely toxic to 
dogs as well.” Dog owners. like 
parents of small children. 

I I leh rhc antif 
there.- he said later, ” 

’ was just turning into a really tine 
grow and wodcodc pointer.” 

-Antifreeze is a common should take . :ialcarcto 
cause of dog poisonings.- says store any possible potsons 

well out of harm’s MY. 
Gundog owners rho 

Control Clmcr might be hunting near 

(NAPCC), ‘as arc sever- old or abandoned farm 

al common household 

1 

buildings should also 

agents.” Human medie S keep an eye out for N 

cincz for rampie. III 

arc also common 1 7 

and mouse poisons 
(which, combined, are 

sources ofdog poi- rhe number one cause 

sonings. “The aideiy AZ of all dog poisonings), 

used pain dieni. --i. z6 well a.5 ocher pad- 

b’uprokn.‘sa~~ Dr. Buck. “is 
the number two cause of all dog 

po;~yNMos~ z,$“, ~~~~;~:~;~uch 
poisonings.‘ Many dogs arc sites. It only takes a few recunds 

attracted to the tutr and smcil DOG POISONS for a dog to ingest enough poi- 

of ibuprofen and will chew 1. Rai and mouse poison son to be fatal. so it’s a goad 

thrw@ plastic lnxrlr, to get to 2. Ibuprofen (pain medlcine) idea to keep a dog at -hrcl’ 

the drug. 3. chocoIate while posing through fat-n+ 

One Minnesota hunter lost a 4. Chemical !erUUzer steads. 

young Labndor retriever when 5. Pebcleum dlsUUaies (Ilghler Other common-but lesser. 

the dog chewed into a first.aid fIuld. gas, OIL paint Wnaeta. known-dog poisons include 

kit lcfr in the back of an engine or tug cleaners. etc.) such foods as chocolate. 

r-closed pickup. liw pup ate an Ingredients in chocolate-such 

cntirc bottle of the drug. The Source: Noilonal Animal Porson as theobromine and caffeine- 

tablets were absorbed by the Control Center arc difficult for dogs to easily 

dog too quickly to enable a vet 
to induce vomiting to expel the 

causing rapid and 
erratic hanbears,” 
sa)T Dr. Buck. ‘and if 
rhe dosage is large 
enough, ir will kill 
the dog- Tote along 
a dog biscuit ro give 
to pur dog the next 
rime you‘re afield 

instead of sharing a candy bag 
during a rest stop. s 

Associalion. -irs ltnpottant 
IO conaaIl ybm vbtbrtnattm 
ImmbdlatbI~.’ lhe N&MI 
hImal Potin cantml 
Center also offers a hoWto 
(1.8OOMb2423). Them is a 
$30 chmge far the setice 
andllambepold~cnd- 
I !  catd 04. Ucenmd ret- 
ednarhms answer the cda 
and wUI help pu IdentUq 
whai totdn mlaht Raw WI. 
scmbd fbm d&g and r&l 
fodoaboutil. 

Vbtbdnmlans al the 
NAPCC wilI atso obntad 
youa re1etlnuAan lo advise 
an a pbssbibts cmttsb of 
actton. slneb Tbts thsn 
hat&b a tide wlety of 
pokoning cases each year, 
uleq am *swcllYlIl qualb 
fled to aaaisl dog owneta 
whose pbls have been pot- 
soned. Dr. Buck addsa 
that gundog owners ailh 
shod queslibns about dog 
~&or6 dl6l a dl!!erent 
imtnbbt (1*900/680.0000), 
when the chmge t $2.95 
pbt mtntlte. 

RfYE.AT: Ingredients in chocolate--such as theobromine and caffeine--are difficult for 
dogs to digest. "These drugs remain in a dog's system for a long time, causing 
rapid and erratic heartbeats, and if the dosage is large enough, it will kill the 
dog." This is Christmastime when there is a lot of chocolate around, so be 
extra careful not to leave it where your dog can. get to it. [A.M.]. 


